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superstition In Uganda proper, owing to the abundant rainfall, there is food for all in limitless quantities, and with the minimum of labour, as the endless banana plantations require little or no attention, and the banana plant is capable of renewing itself when the parent tree dies The opposite of this rules in Usukuma , there it is a struggle with nature Some grow a few crops on the borders of Lake Victoi la, or in a few damp valleys , but the bulk of the people are purely pastoral, and for their herds, even more than for their crops, there is a continual struggle to obtain water
The chief is the professional rainmaker, and the office is not a sinecure On the contrary, it is a matter of deadly senoubness, and may lead to his deposition fiom the chieftainship in a season of excessive drought There are many such cases in which .1 chief has been dethroned on failure to make rain, and a brother, or other claimant to the chieftainship, installed m his place
The Basukuma are estimated at 500,000 in number In the matter of language and other things they are closely related to the great Unyamwezi people immediately to the south of them Cloth and beads are the media of exchange Rupees have recently been introduced by the German authorities, but are not in wide circulation
The marriage customs differ from all other tribes around the Victoria Nyanza The young man takes a waist-belt to the woman's father This belt is made of beads of various colours, beautifully interlaced and woven, and is meant as a gift to the girl The girl must not be present when the presentation is made, but her brothers are generally there to discuss the matter abd fix the dowry to be paid to the father The girl's mother, according1 to the literal translation of their language, has "no words in the case " The general rule is that some sixty sheep have to be paid there and then as a first instalment, and the young man then goes to live with, hts father-in-law, and serves